
The use of the 
Washington Group 
Short Set in New 

Zealand 



Disability data in New Zealand and the 
Disability Survey  



Overview 

1. Current uses of the Washington Group Short 
Set (WGSS) in New Zealand 
 

2. How the WGSS results compare across 
surveys  
 

3. Future uses of the WGSS in New Zealand 



New Zealand General Social Survey 2016/17 

Topics include: 

• Subjective well-being 

• Health 

• Safety and security  

• Economic standard of living 

• Housing 

• Social connectedness 

• Trust and human rights 



Overall Life Satisfaction (OLS)- GSS 
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Household Labour Force Survey (HLFS) 
June 2017 

 Topics include: 
• Employment;  

Including industry, occupation, region, hours worked, type of employment 

arrangements 

• Unemployment; 
 including region, duration of unemployment  

• Those not in the labour force;  
 including main activity and youth 

• Earnings  



Key disability results from the HLFS 



Comparing the WGSS across surveys 

 
• The New Zealand General Social Survey 

• The Household Labour Force Survey 

• The Australian Supplementary Disability 
Survey  (SDS) 

• The American National Health Interview 
Survey (NHIS) 



WGSS disability rates by age-group 
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Future uses of  Washington Group  
Short Set in New Zealand 

 
Other government agencies 
• Ministry of Justice: Crime and Victims Survey (2018) 
• Ministry of Health: NZ Health Survey (2018/19) 

 
 

Stats NZ 
• New Zealand Census 2018  
• Te Kupenga 2018 (Survey of Māori Well-being) 
• Integrated Data Infrastructure (IDI) 



2018 Census 



Integrated data infrastructure (IDI)  



Thank you. 
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