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Uganda DHS 20 11 

Use of WG Short Set Questions 

•In the 2011 UDHS, information 
was collected on each household 
member age 5 and older about 
whether he or she had difficulties 
with seeing, hearing, 
communicating, walking or 
climbing stairs, remembering or 
concentrating, or performing self-
care. 

Prevalence of Disability 

•Difficulties in seeing and walking 
or climbing stairs are the most 
common types of disabilities 
reported during the survey. 

•19 percent of persons age 5 and 
over have some form of disability. 
The prevalence of disability 
increases with age. 

•31 percent at age 40-49, and to 49 
percent at age 50-59. 



Uganda Demographic Health Survey 



Secondary Analysis using DHS Uganda 



Use of W G Short Set of Questions 

Secondary Analysis 

•The Woman's and Man's 
Questionnaires explored a wide 
range of topics including marriage 

and sexual activity; adult mortality; 
gender-based violence; and 
awareness and behaviour 
with regards to AIDS and other 
STDs.  
•Who is included:  

• males aged 15 to 54 years old 
and women aged 15-49 years 
old. 

Secondary Analysis 

•To explore HIV knowledge and 
disability, the household members 
data was merged with individual 
level data for males (N = 2,295) 
and individual level data for 
females (N = 8,674).  

•The complete merged data for 
males and females resulted in a 
sample size of 10,969 individuals 
used in this study analyses. 



Use of W G Short Set of Questions 

DHS Analysis 

•As per the recommendations of 
the WG:  Some level of difficulty or 
above in any of the six functional 
areas. 

•19.2 % prevalence 

Secondary Analysis 

• any disability type for individuals 
with at least some difficulty or 
above in any of the six functional 
areas 

 



Table 1. Descriptive characteristics by disability status. 

Abimanyi-Ochom J, Mannan H, Groce NE, McVeigh J (2017) HIV/AIDS knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of persons with and 
without disabilities from the Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 2011: Differential access to HIV/AIDS information and 
services. PLOS ONE 12(4): e0174877. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877


Use of W G Short Set of Questions 

Secondary Analysis 

• Hearing disability for individuals with 
difficulty in hearing even when using a 
hearing aid. 

 
• We looked at the Deaf population as a 
distinct group to see if we might identify 
distinct disability-specific patterns due to 
the asserted difference between Deaf and 
hearing populations in relation to HIV in 
much of the literature 

Secondary Analysis 
• single disability for individuals with at least 

some difficulty or above in one functional area 
 
• multiple disability for individuals with at least 

some difficulty or above in two or more 
functional areas 

 
• low severity of disability for individuals with 
only `some difficulty' in one of the functional 
areas;  
 

• high severity of disability for individuals with `a 
lot of difficulty' or `cannot do at all' in one of 
the functional areas; 



Table 3. Disability categories by gender for 15–54 year olds. 

Abimanyi-Ochom J, Mannan H, Groce NE, McVeigh J (2017) HIV/AIDS knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of persons with and 
without disabilities from the Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 2011: Differential access to HIV/AIDS information and 
services. PLOS ONE 12(4): e0174877. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877


Fig 1. Disability types by age groups. 

Abimanyi-Ochom J, Mannan H, Groce NE, McVeigh J (2017) HIV/AIDS knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of persons with and 
without disabilities from the Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 2011: Differential access to HIV/AIDS information and 
services. PLOS ONE 12(4): e0174877. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877


W hat did the secondary analysis do?  

• From the 20 11 UDHS, a series of questions relating to HIV/ AIDS was 

analysed comparing persons with and without disabilities in relation to 

HIV/ AIDS knowledge, attitudes and practices.  

• The main outcomes of interest were HIV/ AIDS knowledge, transmission 

and prevention methods, and sexual behaviour. 



Table 2. HIV/ AIDS awareness, knowledge and prevention by disability status. 

Abimanyi-Ochom J, Mannan H, Groce NE, McVeigh J (2017) HIV/AIDS knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of persons with and 
without disabilities from the Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 2011: Differential access to HIV/AIDS information and 
services. PLOS ONE 12(4): e0174877. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174877


Findings 

Comparable levels of knowledge on HIV/AIDS for those with and those 
without disabilities in relation to HIV transmission during delivery (93.89%, 
93.26%) and through breastfeeding (89.91%, 90.63%). 

• may reflect increased attention to reaching the community of persons with 
disabilities.  
 

Several gaps in the knowledge base of persons with disabilities stood out, 
including misconceptions of risk of HIV infection through mosquito bites and 
caring for a relative with HIV in own household (34.39%, 29.86%; p<0.001; 
91.53%, 89.00%; p = 0.001, respectively).  

• The issue is not just access to appropriate information but also equitable 
access to HIV/AIDS services and support.  

 

 

 

 

 



Implications for future research 

Persons with disabilities are becoming sexually active earlier, are more likely to have an 
STD and are less likely to receive HIV test results, it is important to understand why.  
 
Age of onset of disability, whether from birth or later in life, and cause of disability were not 
assessed and this may make a difference in knowledge, attitudes and practices in relation 
to HIV and AIDS 
 
Findings from this Ugandan national DHS raise as many questions as answers both about 
successes and gaps in disability statistics.  
 
The use of WG questions in DHS has made this analysis possible and use of the same in 
other national DHS allows for comparative analysis and benchmarking. 
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