
Disseminating Data Collected 
using the WG Questions:
Short Reports

Julie D. Weeks
National Center for Health Statistics, USA 
Washington Group on Disability Statistics

Session 4: WG Data: Analysis and Dissemination
20th Annual Meeting of the Washington Group on Disability Statistics

22-24 September 2020



Overview

Review WG19 discussions regarding the 
dissemination of data on disability
• Discussed: tables and reports
• Decision: standard country-specific WG reports

Review the purpose, format and specifications for the 
WG reports

Present draft examples currently in progress



Purpose of the Short Reports

Disseminate basic, comparable disability statistics

Based on the WG methodologies: 
• Use the WG-SS questions
• Use the WG guidance for creating a disability dichotomy

Follow a standard format for text and charts 
• flexibility for presenting unique results depending 

on country-specific interests

Reports published on the WG website



Report Format

• Short report (2-4 pages)
• Standard language (on page 1)

• About the WG
• Conceptualization of disability
• Measurement using the WG-SS 

• Standard data charts (pages 2-3)
• Disability by sex, age, domain
• Education and employment disaggregated by 

disability
• Country-specific data charts (last page)



WG Standard
Report

Page 1

• WG report header and 
footers

• Standard text on first 
page

• Disability:
• Importance
• Definition
• Conceptualization

• The Washington Group
• About
• WG-SS
• Disability definition



WG Standard
Report
Pages 2-3

• Data section
• Data source
• Sample size
• Sample 

population, age

• Disability prevalence
• Age
• Sex

• Short, bulleted text 
statements



WG Standard
Report

Pages 2-3

• Domain-specific 
disability

• Text in paragraph 
form

• Considerations 
outlined



WG Standard
Report

Pages 2-3

• Outcomes 
disaggregated by 
disability status

• Employment

• Description of the 
employment item and 
response options



WG Standard
Report

Pages 2-3

• Outcomes 
disaggregated by 
disability status

• Education

• Discussion of the 
importance of age-
specific inclusion for 
programs and policy.



WG Standard
Report

Page 4

• Country-specific topics

• Based on WG-SS

• Other topics may 
include:
• other socio-

demographic data
• other outcomes 

disaggregated by 
disability
• trends

• References section



Report Examples



Discussion and Questions


